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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in India

Collaborative Approach

India has adopted a collaborative 
approach to achieve the United Nations' 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
involving the government, private 
sector, and civil society.

Comprehensive Framework

The 17 SDGs provide a comprehensive 
framework for India to address social, 
economic, and environmental 
challenges and ensure sustainable 
development.

Rural Development Focus

India's SDG initiatives have a strong 
focus on rural development, including 
improving access to clean water, 
renewable energy, and sustainable 
agriculture.



National Environmental Policy (NEP) 2006

Comprehensive 
Policy

The National 

Environmental Policy 

(NEP) 2006 is a 

comprehensive framework 

for environmental 

conservation and 

protection in India. It aims 

to balance development 

with environmental 

preservation.

Key Objectives

• Conserve and 

restore the 

country's 

environmental 

resources• Ensure sustainable 

utilization of 

resources for 

socioeconomic 

development

• Integrate 

environmental 

concerns in 

developmental 

planning and 

decision-making

Guiding Principles

1. Precautionary 

Approach

2. Polluter Pays 

Principle

3. Integration of 

Environmental 

Concerns in 

Economic and 

Social 

Development4. Efficiency in 

Environmental 

Resource Use

Implementation 
Mechanisms

The NEP is implemented 

through various legislative, 

regulatory, and 

administrative measures 

by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC) and state 

governments.



Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission)

1
Sanitation Infrastructure

Building toilets and ensuring access to clean water

2
Waste Management

Improving solid waste collection and disposal

3
Behavioral Change

Promoting cleanliness and hygiene practices

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) is a nationwide initiative launched by the Government of India in 2014 to improve 

sanitation and cleanliness across the country. The program focuses on building infrastructure, enhancing waste management, and 

driving behavioral change among the population to foster a culture of cleanliness.



Namami Gange Programme

Namami Gange is a comprehensive national mission to 

clean and rejuvenate the Ganges river. The program aims to 

reduce pollution, improve water quality, and restore the 

river's ecological balance. It focuses on various 

interventions such as sewage treatment, river surface 

cleaning, and afforestation.



National Green Tribunal (NGT)

Environmental Justice

The NGT is a specialized judicial body 

that addresses environmental issues 

and provides expedited justice.

Adjudication

The NGT has the power to hear civil 

cases related to environmental 

protection and conservation of forests 

and other natural resources.

Environmental Protection

The NGT plays a crucial role in 

ensuring effective implementation of 

laws aimed at protecting the 

environment.



Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notifications

Protecting Coastlines

The CRZ Notifications establish 

guidelines to regulate 

development activities along 

India's coastlines, ensuring the 

preservation of ecologically 

sensitive areas and sustainable 

use of coastal resources.

Zonal Classification

The notifications divide the 

coastal zones into different 

regulation zones, each with 

specific rules and restrictions to 

maintain the fragile balance of 

the coastal ecosystem.

Environmental Safeguards

The CRZ Notifications mandate 

environmental impact 

assessments, restrict construction 

in vulnerable areas, and promote 

eco-friendly development to 

protect the coastal environment.



Solid Waste Management Rules 2016

1 Comprehensive Regulations

The Solid Waste Management Rules 2016 provide a 

comprehensive framework for managing solid waste 

in India, covering collection, segregation, storage, 

transportation, processing, and disposal.

2 Responsibilities Defined

The rules clearly define the responsibilities of waste 

generators, local authorities, Pollution Control 

Boards, and other stakeholders in ensuring proper 

solid waste management.

3 Waste Segregation Focus

A key focus is on segregation of waste at the source 

into three categories - wet, dry, and hazardous waste 

- to enable efficient processing and recycling.

4 Waste Processing Mandates

The rules mandate the processing of all types of solid 

waste using methods like composting, bio-

methanation, waste to energy, and sanitary 

landfilling.



Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016

Reducing Plastic Waste

The Plastic Waste Management Rules 

2016 aim to minimize plastic waste 

generation and promote its recycling 

and safe disposal.

Segregation and Collection

The rules mandate segregation of 

plastic waste at the source and 

establish an extended producer 

responsibility (EPR) system for 

collection.

Recycling Infrastructure

The rules encourage setting up of 

plastic waste recycling facilities to 

increase the recycling rate and reduce 

plastic waste disposal.



E-Waste (Management) Rules 2016

1 Responsible E-Waste Disposal

The rules mandate the responsible 
disposal and recycling of electronic 
waste, setting guidelines for producers, 
consumers, and recyclers.

2 Extended Producer 
Responsibility

Producers are now required to take 
responsibility for their products even 
after the consumer disposes of them, 
ensuring proper e-waste management.

3 Monitoring and Compliance

The rules establish a system for monitoring e-waste collection and recycling, with penalties 
for non-compliance to enforce proper practices.



Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules 2016

Key Objectives

The Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules 2016 aim to 

ensure the proper segregation, handling, transportation, 

treatment, and disposal of bio-medical waste to prevent 

the spread of infectious diseases and protect the 

environment.

Scope

These rules apply to all persons who generate, collect, 

receive, store, transport, treat, dispose, or handle bio-

medical waste in any form, including hospitals, nursing 

homes, clinics, veterinary institutions, and pathological 

laboratories.



Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and 
Transboundary Movement) Rules 2016

Waste Regulation

These rules establish a comprehensive 

framework for the management and 

disposal of hazardous and other 

wastes in India.

Transboundary Movement

The rules also regulate the import and 

export of hazardous and other wastes, 

ensuring safe transboundary 

movement.

Waste Recycling

The rules promote the recycling and 

recovery of hazardous wastes, 

encouraging environmentally sound 

management practices.



National Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC)

Comprehensive Approach

The NAPCC outlines India's strategy to address 

climate change and achieve sustainable 

development. It includes eight national missions 

focused on different aspects of climate change 

mitigation and adaptation.

Key Missions

The core NAPCC missions cover areas like solar 

energy, energy efficiency, sustainable habitat, 

water, Himalayan ecosystem, and more. Each 

mission has specific goals and implementation 

plans.

Coordinated Action

The NAPCC aims to promote coordinated action among various government ministries and departments to 

tackle climate change through targeted interventions and policy measures.



Renewable Energy Initiatives 
in India
India has made significant strides in expanding its renewable energy 

capacity, driven by ambitious targets and supportive policies. Solar, 

wind, and hydropower play a crucial role in the country's effort to 

transition towards a sustainable energy future and reduce its carbon 

footprint.

The government has set a target of achieving 175 GW of renewable 

energy capacity by 2022, including 100 GW from solar and 60 GW from 

wind power. Various incentives, such as tax benefits, feed-in tariffs, and 

renewable purchase obligations, have been implemented to encourage 

investment and adoption of clean energy technologies.



Achievements and Challenges

Renewable Energy 
Expansion

India has significantly 

increased its renewable 

energy capacity in recent 

years, with a focus on solar 

power to address climate 

change and energy access 

challenges.

Cleanliness and 
Sanitation

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

has mobilized millions to 

improve waste management 

and access to toilet facilities, 

making notable progress 

towards a cleaner, healthier 

India.

Environmental 
Jurisprudence

The National Green Tribunal 

has emerged as a powerful 

institution, ruling on critical 

environmental issues and 

holding polluters 

accountable through its 

robust enforcement of green 

laws.

Plastic Waste 
Challenge

While India has introduced 

new rules to manage plastic 

waste, the sheer scale of the 

problem and insufficient 

implementation remain 

significant challenges to 

achieving a sustainable 

solution.


